
ANATOMY OF 
A MUSHROOM

LAMELLAE 
OR GILLS  
(SOMETIMES PORES/
TUBES OR TEETH).

SPORES

STIPE 
OR STEM

ANNULUS 
OR RING:  
REMNANT OF THE 
PARTIAL VEIL THAT 
COVERED THE GILLS.

VOLVA
OR CUP: 
REMNANT OF A UNIVERSAL 
VEIL THAT COVERED THE 
EMERGING MUSHROOM.

MYCELIUM
MADE UP OF  

MANY HYPHAE

SCALES

MARGIN 
EDGE

Pg 1 This is a download from the Milkwood Home Mushroom Cultivation course - https://courses.milkwood.net/mushroomcultivation

PILIUS 
OR CAP

NOTE:
These are the common anatomical 
features of mushrooms, but please note: 
not all mushrooms have all these features. 
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MUSHROOM 

CAP TYPES

CYLINDRICAL CONICAL BELL UMBONATE CONVEX

PLANE UPLIFTED UMBILICATE DEPRESSED FUNNEL
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COMMON MUSHROOM 

GILL ATTACHMENTS

DECURRENT
RUNNING DOWN STALK

FREE
NOT ATTACHED

ADNEXED
NARROWLY ATTACHED

SINUATE
NOTCHED

ADNATE
BROADLY ATTACHED
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SPORE DISPERSAL 
STRUCTURES

PORES OR TUBES ON A BIRCH BOLETE

TEETH ON A LION’S MANE

GILLS ON A SAFFRON MILKCAP
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